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The Importance of Setting 
Setting is the most important literary element of historical fiction. These settings should provide readers with an 
accurate, vivid picture of life during the time period depicted in the story, requiring the author to research the time 
period thoroughly. Authors must know how people lived, what they ate, what kinds of homes they had, and what 
artifacts were a common part of their lives. 

When writing for children, skillful authors weave the details of everyday life, clothing, and food into the story line in 
order to create local color and interest. Authors also include dialect or quaint expressions within the dialogue to give 
conversations a flavor of the time. While some “thees” and “thous” provide young readers with a feeling of 
authenticity, including too many can leave them confused, just as overly long descriptions are boring and distracting. 
 
 

Bringing History to Life 

Since children are unable to travel back in time to understand the past, historical fiction can recreate a sense of 
history that is far livelier than what textbooks can provide. Readers of historical fiction should read critically, however, 
as some authors of historical fiction may take more liberties with details in order to present a “good story.”  Readers 
should ask themselves, “Are the historical details accurate?” in order to determine what the time period was really 
like.  
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