Title:  Junior/Senior High School Education

Video #1:  Literacy…Speaking
Possible Title:  The “Kid’s” Speech
Category:  Junior/Senior High School Literacy
Grade Band:  Grades 6-12

Topic:   Public Speaking: Giving a Speech

Concept 1:  Key ideas for delivering a speech/speaking in public, with an emphasis on learning how to use the body and voice to present a successful speech.
Context: Student has been asked to give a speech before an audience outside of school.  Student, while confident about the topic he/she has written about, is nervous and feels that they do not have the training or preparation to speak publicly.  Video focuses on strategies for public speaking.
Video Idea #1:  This speaking video is a part of the “Go Green” series.  This video builds on the previous adventures of Turner, and picks up his story as he continues to work on environmental issues.  In a previous episode (already filmed and produced) Turner, with the help of Nate, has successfully adapted his editorial into a speech.  In this video, we follow Turner as he prepares for step two: delivering the speech.  With the help of Nate he explores the outcomes and skills outlined below.

Video Idea #2: This idea builds on the brainstorming session we enjoyed  at Edgecore earlier this month and centers around a group of teens involved in their school drama troupe and/or theatre class.

Video begins with Isabelle sitting, head in her hands, in the locker area.  Her friend, Alex, approaches and immediately congratulates Isabelle on her recent award (scholarship to a prestigious out of state music camp; money in support of an international travel experience; being selected as the school’s representative to Girls State, etc).  Isabelle replies with a glum response of thanks, which is immediately noticed by Alex.  He responds  by asking what’s wrong; why the glum mood.  Isabelle responds by explaining that while she was super excited about her  award/scholarship/etc. now she is regretting that she ever applied; the granting organization (i.e. Rotary, Women’s Club, Symphony Friends Group), as one of  the stipulations of her award, requires that she make a presentation to the group at  their monthly luncheon; a 10 minute speech outlining what she  learned/discovered as a result of her funded experience.  Isabelle is a wreck…I’m not a speaker!   What can I do?

Alex thinks for a minute; he then suggests that  they talk to his drama  director.  He explains that she has really helped  him with his performance work, including his ability to perform in front of and with a group, how to rehearse, and how to speak clearly and audibly.  Maybe  she can help Isabelle prepare to deliver her speech.  After all, it is a performance of sorts!

p.s. I like the idea of  Isabelle  being involved in music; something different from some  of the other activities that have been used in previous videos.  I also think it helps address the stereotype that youth in the arts are comfortable being in front of a group...not always the case!
Rationale:  Speaking, along with listening and viewing are largely overlooked and/or under emphasized literacy components of most K-12 language arts curriculum.  However, emerging and expanding technologies emphasize spoken and visual communication.

Speaking occurs in two contexts:  one on one or group situations.  Both situations require that the speaker determine their purpose for speaking, and consider both the audience and the context in which they will speak.  And while most of us are comfortable in one on one or small group communication settings, public speaking is one of the most feared tasks among.  Jerry Seinfeld is frequently quoted as quipping that most people would rather die than give a speech, as fear of public speaking often outranks fear of dying among populations surveyed.  Wikipedia claims that 75% of the population is afraid to speak publicly.  The Book of Lists cites fear of public speaking as the number one social fear in America, with fear of speaking up in a class or meeting as the second most feared request among students and adults.  Sixty percent of individuals are turned down for a job due to poor communication skills.

Giving a speech is often a requirement of at least one high school literacy course and is a standard requirement of most college and university liberal arts core oral communication curriculum.  Providing students with the tools they need to make the preparation and delivery of a speech a positive experience are critical in helping them attain success not only in school, but in the workplace.

The focus of this video is to present and illustrate the key components and delivery techniques that must be considered in preparation for public speaking.

Opportunity to explore, develop and present the following key outcomes and □skills:

-recognizes mental and physical symptoms of communication anxiety and uses strategies to manage that anxiety
□Prepare yourself so that you KNOW your content AND are comfortable with what you'll say; note any places within your presentation where you might want to use or need notes (specific quotes, detailed data, etc.)

□Practice delivering the speech; remember that the speech is for the ear first and foremost and not the eye

□Relax, remain calm, and have fun
-understands how voice, body and presentational aids/performance props and/or costumes can contribute to the effectiveness of the presentation 

□consider speed of delivery (rate), including where a pause in delivery may help strengthen or accentuate an idea or thought

□speak audibly and express thoughts, feelings and ideas clearly (volume)
□make eye contact with audience being sure to scan the space to include all audience members at some point during your presentation
□clear pronunciation (articulation) helps those listening as they don't have to decipher the words but can concentrate on the content.
□consider the inclusion selected visual prompts or props that support your speech, not distract from it or confuse the listener; make sure your visual supports are of good quality

□dress to match the mood, environment, context and subject of your speech
□use appropriate and natural gestures and/or movements that are motivated by the content of the speech and which support, strengthen or accentuate an idea

□vary your vocal pitch, quality and tone

□be interesting to look at; an animated speaker holds the attention of an audience.  Illustrate ideas, emotions and feelings connected to your speech with the appropriate facial expression(s)

□use good posture; casual but sloppy; professional but not stiff

- makes inferences about audience engagement, understanding and agreement, and adjusts delivery and content to achieve purposes and goals

□Prior to speaking, learn the needs and make up of your audience and prepare your content to see that those needs are met 
□Structure the content of your speech according to a logical, understandable order. Typically, the  speech ends with an emphasis on your most important  point; it begins by introducing the key point.  Other examples could include most important to least important, least important to most important, chronological order and reverse chronological order, just to name a few.
Literacy Connections:

Writing/Publishing

Social Skills:
Sharing an idea verbally with others

Making eye contact with others

Speaking in ways appropriate for the social setting

End Note:
This video, regardless of the story line pursued COULD be used as a segue to a video that focuses on viewing; content of video could  be the development of visuals (power point, graphics, etc.) that were developed to support the speech.
