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Empowering Military Families with that  
Extra Edge in Learning 

The Center for Teaching 
and Learning Mathemat-
ics (CTLM) was started in 
2007 at the University of 
Northern Iowa. It began 
with the belief that fami-
lies play a critical role in 
their children’s education.  
 

The CTLM has created 
their pioneering, research-
based Making Sense: Family 
Resources that support mili-
tary families and those 
who serve them as a con-
tributor to Student 

Online Achievement Re-
sources (SOAR). SOAR is 
an innovative project 
funded by the Depart-
ment of Defense that fo-
cuses on engaging families 
in their children’s learn-
ing. In conjunction with 
the Military Impacted 
School Association 
(MISA) and US Skills, 
SOAR creates a wide vari-
ety of free online educa-
tional resources available 
to military families. To-
gether with the CTLM, 

they are proudly address-
ing the unique challenges 
facing military children in 
our nation’s public 
schools. Frequent reloca-
tions, multiple deploy-
ments, and longer tours of 
duty often interrupt the 
continuity of the military 
child’s education. Military 
children are living a life-
style where relocation, 
loss, and change feel con-
stant.   

Event Honors Families of the Fallen 
On 22 October 2011 a 
small group of military 
youth from across Iowa, 
representing multiple Ser-
vice Branches, gathered 
for an event to honor and 
remember family members 
lost as a result of military 
operations overseas.  This 
event, held at Living His-
tory Farms in Urbandale, 
IA, was a time for sharing 
stories, hugs and building 
new friendships.  Youth 
attending the event partici-
pated in a variety of activi-
ties including making 
memory stepping stones, 
painting canvases to ex-

press emotions and feel-
ings and other teambuild-
ing games.  Working with 
the Gold Star Families in 
Iowa is an experience 
supporting Iowa National 
Guard Youth and Teen 

volunteers will never for-
get.  “This whole experi-
ence makes you appreci-
ate even more the sacri-
fices our Military Fami-
lies make for all of us…it 
makes me want to do 
more,” said one Youth 
and Teen Program volun-
teer. 

Plans for the 2012 Fami-
lies of the Fallen event 
are currently underway.  
For more information on 
the Families of Iowa’s 
Fallen program, visit 
their website at: 
http://iowasfallen.org .   
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If you would like to learn 
more about supporting 
youth experiencing the loss 
of a loved one, please visit 
the Dougy Center website 
at: www.dougy.org.   

 

Check out an important 

scholarship opportunity at 

the end of this newsletter! 
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To help children succeed in this chal-
lenging lifestyle, the CTLM’s Making 
Sense: Family Resources, a set of videos 
and supplementary educational materi-
als (activities, links, and references), 
provides that extra edge for military 
families in mathematics, literacy, and 
early learning. Making Sense: Family Re-
sources seeks to empower families who 
engage in their children's learning. All 
materials are free to military families 
and those that serve them. 

The Making Sense: Family Resources include 

 strategies to optimize family learning 
opportunities outside the classroom. 

 materials that build confidence in 
families, helping them to stimulate 
conversations about mathematics and 
literacy. 

 ideas designed to connect learning 
concepts to life skills. 

 opportunities for families to have a 
positive effect on student achieve-
ment. 

 

The CTLM also extends its reach to mili-
tary families by creating additional learn-
ing opportunities outside of their regular 
family time and school day. Pilot projects 
are underway to provide resources to sum-
mer camps and after-school programs 
serving military children. These learning 
resources provide supplemental instruc-

tion in mathematics and literacy. 
As part of SOAR, and proudly 
working with the U.S. military, the 
CTLM is committed to supporting 
military families in their quest for 
quality educational resources for 
their children. 

To learn more, please visit 
www.uni.edu/ctlm, or contact Dr. 
J.D. Cryer via email at 
jd.cryer@uni.edu or by phone at 
319-273-2294.   

          

site. Katy is a Licensed Mental 
Health Counselor who works part 
time as a Counselor at Simpson 
College and part time in her own 
private therapy practice.   

At the 2009 symposium, Katy 
helped out with the teen group and 

With approximately 11,000 military 
youth across the state, it takes a lot 
of helping hands to make the Iowa 
National Guard Youth and Teen 
Program a success.  We owe a great 
deal of thanks for this success to the 
more than 120 volunteers who have 
helped out and supported events 
over the last six years.  Each quarter 
we plan to spotlight a volunteer in 
our newsletter who has been giving 
of his/her time and talents during 
Youth and Teen Program events.  
Our hope is that spotlighting volun-
teers will help you get to know them 
a little better for events in the fu-
ture. 
Katy Griner began volunteering 
after finding an opportunity to help 
at the 2009 Youth Symposium 
listed on the volunteeriowa.org web-

has been eager to help with events 
ever since.  When asked what keeps 
her coming back to volunteer she 
stated “it’s a way I can do my part. 
The families make a lot of sacrifices, 
so volunteering is a way I can say 
thanks.”  Katy also noted that she 
has gained a lot from volunteering. 
Katy recently had a cousin deployed 
in Afghanistan, and she noted that 
“I was able to point him and our 
family toward a network of re-
sources of which I was only aware 
because of my volunteering” with 
the IANG Youth and Teen Pro-
gram. 

If you see Katy at one of our events 
please feel free to say hi and thank 
her for her help supporting Iowa’s 
Military youth.  
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Empowering Military Families (cont.) 

Meet the Volunteers that Make Our Program a Success!!! 

The Guardian 
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